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Building Goodness in April



About Building Goodness in April

Building Goodness in April (BGIA) is a 
tradition at Darden.  The following is an 
overview of our program:

Å BGIA is a student-run non-profit 
organization and was founded in 1991.  

Å Since 1991 thousands of people have 
volunteered, hundreds of homes have 
been rehabilitated, and over 500 Darden 
students have held leadership roles.

ÅWorking with local contractors, we 
rehabilitate from 8 to 12 homes each 
year, including major structural repairs, 
roofing, and energy efficiency projects.

Å BGIA is a partner with the Building 
Goodness Foundation of Charlottesville.

He who wishes to secure the good of others has already 
secured his own.  - Confucius



Our Mission

BGIA is an integral part of the Darden culture and community.  We achieve success by 
remaining focused on our mission, which is comprised of four important parts:

2
Rehabilitate the homes of low-income residents, particularly the 
elderly and disabled, so that they can continue to live in warmth, 
safety, and independence.

3 Foster the spirit of volunteerism among individuals.

4 Promote a sense of community within the City of Charlottesville and 
Albemarle County.

1 Help Darden students develop and practice leadership.

We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by 
what we give.  - Winston Churchill



BGIA Calendar

Act!  Action will delineate and define you.  
ςThomas Jefferson

Aug Sep Oct FebNov JanDec Mar Apr

Student Fundraising (culminating in 
Auction Week/Charity Ball)

Locate and Inspect Homes in Need

House Captain Training and Build Day Preparation

Logistics

Build Day April 4

Public and Media Relations

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ !ǇǊƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
in the Darden community is high throughout the year.



2008 Results

Number of Partner Organizations: 34

Homes Inspected: 42

Money Raised: Over $50,000

Homes Remodeled: 10

1st Year Student Auction Leaders: 10

1st Year Student Inspection Leaders: 4

1st Year Student House Captain Leaders: 30

Student Build Day Volunteers:  180

Skilled Build Day Volunteers:  100

We were born to unite with our fellow men [and women], 
and to join in community with the human race. - Cicero

Last year was a success in terms of homes repaired, involvement, and money raised.



Funding Building Goodness in April

No person was ever honored for what he received. Honor 
has been the reward for what he gave. 
- Calvin Coolidge

To make BGIA a reality, we rely on support from four important sources:

Corporate Donations
ÅWe rely on corporate donations to achieve our build goals.  It is with your 
generosity that Build Day becomes a reality  
Student funds
ÅCorporate donations are generally matched by at least an equal amount of 
student funds through a student Auction Week and Charity Ball fundraiser
Student management
ÅBGIA is led and run by students, providing a leadership role for our students
Volunteer skilled labor
ÅWe train our volunteers and work side by side with construction professionals 
to ensure high-quality work
ÅNearly all skilled labor is donated by local construction companies, allowing us 
to create a significant amount of value from minimal funds



Tangible Returns

If you want happiness for an hour, take a nap. If you want 
happiness for a day, go fishing. If you want happiness for a year, 
inherit a fortune. If you want happiness for a lifetime, help 
somebody. - Chinese proverb

Level Amount Allocation

$5,000

$1,000

$500

These funds will be used to purchase materials for one of our 
largest projects.  Projects usually involve structural repairs, 
plumbing, electrical, and other major renovations.  They rely on 
significant amounts of skilled and student volunteer labor and 
will be highlighted in our local and national marketing materials

These funds will be combined with donations from another 
company to cover the cost of materials for a Build Day home.  

These funds will be used to purchase materials for Build Day.

The following explains  how donations at various levels are allocated.  Over 70% of 
donations go directly to material costs and equipment rentals.



ÅFeatured on BGIA website (www.dardengoodness.org)
ÅFeatured on volunteer t-shirt (~200 students)
ÅRecognized as sponsor at the fall kickoff meeting (>50 students)
ÅOpportunity to host or sponsor a project management workshop for House Captains
ÅPlus the benefits listed below for Co-Sponsors and Supporters

Value to Donors

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ

Level Benefits

The following describes the benefits provided to donors at various giving levels.

ÅOn-site signage
ÅFeatured in BGIA newsletter to students following Build Day
ÅRecognized as sponsor at April Build Day after-party (~120 students)
ÅPlus the benefits listed below for Supporters

ÅListed in BGIA newsletter following Build Day
ÅListed on BGIA website
ÅListed on back of volunteer t-shirt (~200 students)
ÅInvited to attend April Build Day after-party (~120 students)

If you continually give, you will continually have. 
- Unknown

http://www.dardengoodness.org/


Logistics of giving donations

We make a living by what we do, but we make a life by 
what we give  - Winston Churchill

Thanks for your support!

Please send your tax-deductible donation to:

Building Goodness in April
c/o Darden Foundation
CFR PO Box 7726
Charlottesville, VA 22906

For more information, please contact:
Joey Conover 
VP Public Relations, BGIA
conoverj09@darden.virginia.edu
434-806-7871

mailto:conoverj09@darden.virginia.edu

